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Dedicated to educating the public and preserving the rural heritage of Illinois.

Monsanto has made a generous contribution to the Illinois Rural Heritage 
Museum by way of a key exhibit. The “Monsanto Exploration Hall”,dedicated 
to agricultural technology, explores the chronological advances in agriculture 
over the decades. The Monsanto Exploration Hall also includes interactive 
exhibits on corn and soybean developments. Also on loan to the Museum 
from Monsanto is  one of the early gene guns used to modify the genetic 
traits of those crops.	

Grand Opening 
Moved to June 1

Monsanto Exploration 
Hall Now Complete
Illinois Rural Heritage Museum exhibits are progressing on 
schedule and coordinators are happy to share a sneak peak 
into one of the exhibits: The Monsanto Exploration Hall.

In order to make the grand open-
ing celebration a truly monumen-
tal event for the Illinois Rural Heri-
tage Museum,  coordinators have 
rescheduled the Phase 2 grand 
opening to June 1, 2012, 5:30pm.  
The Friday events will be the 
prelude to the 4th annual Tractor 
Drive and fund raising banquet 
scheduled for June 2, 2012.

See reverse for additional information  
for the grand opening weekend!

40’ Windmill 
Now in Place

See reverse 
for installation 
photos. 



THANK YOU  
to our Sponsors! 

New Contributions

The Museum’s progress has been made 
possible by the support of the following 
sponsors as well as donations  
from other individuals.

The following contributions and pledges 
have been received since the February 7, 
2012 newsletter.

Arch Coal Foundation  Baker Implement Co.
Beelman Ready Mix

Bigham Farms (Allen and Greg Bigham) Bunge North America 
Consolidated Grain and Barge  Crop Production Services  Diedrich Implements Engelhardt Family Foundation  Foundation for the Future of Pinckneyville Charlie and Mary Greer 

Illinois Farm Bureau
John Deere South Central Branch McCormick International USA

Monsanto
Morton Buildings, Inc.  Murphy Wall State Bank & Trust Co.
Riechmann Bros, LLC

The Williams Companies
Titan International, Inc.

Union Pacific Foundation
Wm Nobbe and Co.
White Walnut Farms

Grand Opening June 1,  
4th Annual Tractor Drive June 2
Join us on June 1, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. to celebrate the grand opening of the 
Illinois Rural Heritage Museum. At this event exhibits in phases one and 
two will be open to the public. Visitors can expect to find a variety of inter-
active and educational exhibits for all ages! 
 
The Friday grand opening event will be the prelude to the 4th Annual  
Tractor Drive and fund raising banquet scheduled for Saturday June 2, 
2012. Max Armstrong, The American Agriculture broadcaster and host of 
“This Week in Agribusiness” will participate in the tractor drive and be the 
speaker at the banquet. Tractor Drive begins at 1:30pm, banquet begins at 
6:00pm. These events will also be held at the Museum and are open to the 
public. To register for the tractor drive and/or banquet please call 618-571-
1854 or visit www.illinoisruralheritagemuseum.org.

Images show the construction of the 40’ signature windmill now in place at the 
Illinois Rural Heritage Museum. Look for it when you stop by!
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